Chapter 2

The Early Christians




Historical Events

A Council of Jerusalem (49/50 AD)

I Called by Paul, headed by Peter (head of Church), {!
supported by James (bishop of Jerusalem) '

I Problem: Do Gentile converts have to be Jewish first?
A Circumcision
A Observation of Mosaic Law, including dietary laws

I Result: Judaism not a requirement for Christianity

A Avoid eating meat sacrified to idols
A Refrain from unlawful marriage




Historical Events (2)

A Jewish revolt and destruction of Temple
(70 AD)
i Location for sacrifice destroyed g
I Jews expelled from Jerusalem

I Jewish rabbis meet in Jamnia shortly
thereafter and decide to expell Christians from
synagogues

I Christians become separate entity

I Persecutions of Christians begins




Beliefs and Practices

A Sacraments
I Baptism

A2-3 year catechumenate (period of instruction)

AAdult baptism at first, infants in 3 century

I Eucharist
AActs

A1 Corinthians
ADidache (teachings of the Apostles)



Beliefs and practices

A Worship

| Homes

| Catacombs
I Holy days-Sunday becomes new Sabbath
I Symbols

AFish-ichthys-lesous Christos THeou Yios Soter-
Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior

A Anchor-safety, cross




Hierarchy and Priesthood

A Papacy-Bishop of Rome as head of the
Church

I St. Peter

I St. Clement | (88-97)-Letter to the Corinthians
A Episcopacy-Bishops are successors of the

Apostles

ISt . |l gnati us of Anti oc
Smyrnaens

A Presbyterate-Priesthood



